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ABSTRACT:- "Tribal literature" attempts to express the 

cultural, social, and historical aspects of tribes. The main 

objective of this literature is to share the unique identity 

of the tribes, their lifestyle, and their cultural heritage. 

This literature supports their identity through language, 

songs, stories, and poems. Latluangliana Khiangte is a 

Mizo academic, playwright and poet of Mizo literature. 

He was the principal of the Serampore College and a 

former professor at Pachhunga University College and 

the North Eastern Hill University. He is presently 

serving as the senior most professors at the Department 

of Mizo at Mizoram University. He is a recipient of the 

Pu Buanga Award, the highest literary award of the Mizo 

Academy of Letters. The Government of India awarded 

him the fourth highest civilian honour of the Padma Shri, 

in 2006, for his contributions to Indian literature 
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INTRODUCTION :- 

The literature of tribes is an integral part of expressing 

their unique cultural heritage. According to Ralph Linton 

tribe is a group of bands occupying a contiguous 

territory or territories and having a feeling of unity 

deriving from numerous similarities in a culture, 

frequent contacts and a certain community of interests. A 

common definition for a tribe is a group of people that 

all have common ancestry, or a common ancestor, a 

common culture, and live in their own enclosed society. 

Other names for a tribe are a clan, which is used in some 

European countries, and family. The idea of a tribe goes 

back to ancient times when Rome would create divisions 

within society due to class, family, and money. These 

divisions were tribes. This term has evolved while the 

people it describes may not have. Many tribes and tribal 

communities are in areas that lack industry.  

Works of Laltluangliana Khiangte :- 

Latluangliana Khiangte is a well-known playwright-

dramatist, poet, scholar-critic, essayist, biographer and 

folklorist from the state of Mizoram. He has taken life as 

known to the Mizo tribal society as his subject and 

fictionalized it, thus instituting a different genre 

especially in the field of playwriting. He has not only 

achieved distinction of being recognized as a playwright 

and poet but is also one of the most prominent writers 

and folklorists of North East India. He has received 

many awards for his remarkable contribution to the 

development and growth of Mizo language and 

literature. He was born on 28 June 1961 to a 

Presbyterian church elder Tlanghmingthanga (formerly 

teacher and Synod Music Instructor) of Khiangte clan 

and Mrs. Darngeni of Khawlhring clan. Being born and 

brought up in Christian home and since he had attended 

Sunday School at the age of 4 till 18 years of age, he 

became Sunday School teacher in different stages of 

learning right from 1976 till 2012, and he had undergone 

the required Biblical training courses for a number of 

times. 

 

Some books on tribal literature are here they appreciate 

the array of cultural diversity-  

1. Mizo Songs & folk Tales, edited by Laltluangliana 

Khiangte.  

2. Black Lilies: Telugu Dalit Poerty in English 

Translation edited by K. Purushotham.  

3. Kocharethi: The Arya Woman by Narayan, 

Transleted by Catherine Thakamma.  

4. Painted Words: An Anthology of Tribal Literature, 

edited by G.N. Devy.  

5. Tribal Language, Literature & Folklore: Emerging 

Approaches in Tribal Studies  
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6. Tribal Culture: Study of Bastar Region) Hindi 

Nivedita Verma.  

7. Tribal Perspectives in India: Critical Responses.  

 

This literature is dedicated to the self-identity of those 

tribes, their historical and cultural heritage, and their 

socio-economic lives. 

1. Diversity and variation: The literature on tribes 

keeps diversity and variation vital. It has a variety of 

languages, styles, and art and music forms that 

reveal its unique cultural identity. 

2. Experiences of life: The literature of the tribes 

embodies the experiences of life. It contains diverse 

descriptions of his physical, spiritual, and social 

backgrounds, reflecting is prosperity and struggle. 

3. Historical journey: This literature contains details of 

the historical trip of the tribes. It promotes the 

struggles and successes of their great warriors, 

kings, and social leaders. 

4. Local style and language: The literature of tribes 

follows local type and language. It contains their 

unique languages, folklore, and grammar, which 

highlight their roles, thoughts, and feelings. 

5. Social message: The literature of tribes keeps the 

social messages meaningful. This discusses the 

topics of change in their society, the direction of 

prosperity, and self-reliance. 

6. Conservation and promotion: The literature of the 

tribes encourages a feeling of their natural richness 

and conservation. It covers wildlife issues, the 

importance of natural resources, and environmental 

protection. 

The literature of the tribes is a medium that helps them 

address their self-enrichment, cultural identity, and 

society. This helps carry forward their unique story, role, 

and legacy and brings a remarkable literary gift to life. 

 

1) Objective of the Tribal Literature 

The literature of tribes is part of a unique cultural 

richness in which their society, historical heritage, and 

lifestyle are studied literarily. Here is a description of the 

main objectives of the literature on the tribes. 

1. Preservation of cultural heritage: The literature of 

the tribes plays an essential role in preserving their 

unique cultural heritage. It examines their ancestors' 

lifestyles, art, music, dance, and other cultural 

aspects and conveys them through literature. 

2. Structure of historical knowledge: The literature of 

the tribes works to structure their historical 

knowledge. It discusses the development of their 

society, historical events, and the lives of prominent 

personalities, which connects future generations to 

their history. 

3. Literary creation and prosperity: The literature of 

the tribes works to promote their literary output. It 

presents paths to diversity and wealth through their 

literary art, poems,stories, and songs. 

4. Awareness of social justice and prosperity: tribal 

literature raises awareness of social justice, 

harmony, and prosperity. It contains messages 

through stories, poems, and songs to guide them 

towards change in their society. 

5. Support for social and economic prosperity: The 

literature of the tribes supports social and economic 

prosperity. It focuses on their society's development, 

education, health, and economic prosperity. 

The literature of the Samiti tribes is a tool that guides 

them towards their prosperity, cultural preservation, and 

justice and harmony in society. Its Objective is to help 

them become self-reliant and prosperous. 

 

2) Folklore is an ocean of unique stories about 

people's lives. 

An essential part of Indian literature is folklore, which 

we can call an ocean of unique stories of people's lives. 

This literature is in the language of the tribal, rural, and 

general public and works to touch on their cultural 

currents, habits, and experiences. 

i. Nature of folklore: folklore is literature that tries to 

touch every aspect of people's lives. It can manifest 

in various forms, such as songs, stories, tales, 

chants, dances, plays, etc. Its main objective is to 

address people and try to make them understand 

their uniqueness. Folk literature has been alive since 
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the beginning. Folk songs, stories, and dances sung 

in villages still enrich our cultural heritage. 

ii. Importance of Folklore—Richness and Cultural 

Growth Folklore has preserved our rich and diverse 

cultural heritage. We understand our ancestors' 

lifestyle, customs, and cultural richness through this. 

Social Reform: Folklore is a unique instrument for 

social Reform. It stales and songs highlight social 

problems and inspire people towards a prosperous 

society. Language and Literature Folklore keeps the 

language alive and spreads it among the people. It 

helps in maintaining the beauty and literary form of 

the language. Representation of public life: Folklore 

represents the reality of public life and touches on 

the commoner's lifestyle, celebrations, and joys. 

Folklore provides us with a unique medium to 

understand our cultural heritage. It shares the roles 

hidden in the depths of human life and reminds us of 

the importance of struggle, love, and harmony with 

each other. Its exchange remains constant in our rich 

literary heritage. 

3) Tribal literature and folklore are different forms 

of Indian literature, and their differences exist. 

i. More stability of situation: tribal literature often 

expresses the language, culture, and traditions of 

people of particular tribes or communities. In this, 

the tribes' thoughts, feelings, and histories are 

introduced. Folklore is associated with social 

richness and reflects the standard life views, 

problems, and conventions of the people of different 

communities. It covers a large area and is shaped by 

the local cultural perspective in other regions. 

ii. Theme and Basis: Tribal Literature It focuses on the 

social, cultural, and historical subjects of the tribes. 

It strives to maintain its own cultural relevance and 

historical richness. Folklore includes individuals, 

society, and social problems. It is based on social 

prosperity, especially the life issues of ordinary 

people, love, celebration of life, and their 

experiences. 

iii. Language and Style: Tribal literature is often written 

in the local language of the tribes and reflects their 

specific culture. Folklore includes a variety of tales, 

poems, and songs written in the language and style 

of different languages and regions. 

iv. Types and Objectives: Tribal Literature Its Main 

Objective is to save and promote the cultural and 

historical heritage of the tribes. The primary purpose 

of folklore is to increase social awareness, teach 

people through stories, and promote cultural mutual 

understanding among people. These differences lie 

in the perspective of form, purpose, and subject, but 

both contribute to the richness of Indian literature in 

their ways. 

4) Nuances of tribal literature 

i. Starting points: 

The literature of the tribes forms an integral part of 

Indian literature, which they retain through their 

unique role and heritage. This literature has a quality 

that supports their life, culture, and history. In this 

part of literature, tribal literature symbolizes unique 

perspective and creativity. 

 

ii. Language and role: 

The literature of the tribes is unique in their 

language, which reveals their particular cultural and 

social identity. It reflects their emotional ties to the 

land, environment, and social relations. The speech 

promotes the abstract sensibility of this literature 

and embodies its role and ideas in its unique 

language. 

 

iii. Subject matter and literary framework:  

The literature of the tribes includes essential aspects 

of their lives, which is representative of their 

interestingness and emotionality. Various tales, 

sagas, and folktales represent their rich cultural 

heritage. In the literary framework, this literature 

has a special place that reflects their artistic talent. 

 

The nuances of tribal literature teach us that literature is 

not just a collection of words. Still, it is a significant 

source of prosperity that supports society and inspires it 

towards the highest standards. 

 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE:- 

The literature of the tribes is part of a profound and 

ancient cultural heritage whose history goes back 
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thousands of years. This literature contributes 

significantly to realizing the role, culture, and lifestyle of 

those tribes. 

1. The literature of the tribes started in ancient times 

and has been helping preserve their historical and 

cultural heritage. During this period, oral traditions 

and sagas were the central parts of literature that 

chronicled historical events, wars, and the goodwill 

of the tribes. 

2. Mediaeval period Even during the medieval period, 

the literature of the tribes continued to develop, and 

work was done to save their cultural traditions. 

During this time, written literature flourished in 

abundance, including religious texts, poems, and 

stories from the tribes. 

3. In recent years, the literature of the tribes has also 

continuously developed; in this, technological 

advancement, education, and social changes are 

studied. Writers and artists support the ideas of 

tribes through their literary products in new and 

modern forms. 

4. Main Themes and Influences The main themes of 

tribal literature focus on diversity, cultural tradition, 

and the life experiences of their society. It contains 

descriptions of wildlife, cultural practices, and other 

natural wonders that reveal their distinct cultural 

identity. 

The literature of the tribes is a form of symbolism of 

their uniqueness and pride, which preserves their 

historical, cultural, and social development and helps 

them move toward prosperity. Many vital books on tribal 

literature have been written that examine the literature of 

Indian tribes from a sociological perspective and 

consider their attitudes toward their society, culture, and 

language. Critically studies and highlights his 

thoughtfulness along with an analysis of the feminist 

tradition in tribal literature, a discussion on the diversity 

and characteristics of literature, an evaluation of makeup 

language, an Analysis of the development of Indian 

tribal literature and its monetary framework, a discussion 

on its integrity and features, and how it conveys change 

in the form of a social message. The influence of 

language in tribal literature has been analyzed, and their 

cultural richness has been highlighted through language. 

In which social and political symbols are discussed, and 

social conflicts can be understood. How can tribal 

literature be understood as a form of colonization of 

Indian literature? The role and nature of tribal literature 

have been discussed so that readers can understand the 

essential aspects of tribal literature by studying it. Indian 

tribal literature, art, and culture have given perspective to 

tribal communities. The historical, cultural, and literary 

aspects of Indian tribal literature are analyzed. He has 

talked about the social and academic messages of tribal 

literature and raised the issue of problems arising from it. 

The importance of tribal literature has been considered 

by connecting it with cultural society. The nature of 

tribal literature and its issues have been discussed. An 

attempt has been made to explain various aspects of 

tribal literature in social, cultural, and political contexts.  

 

The development, structure, and problems of tribal 

literature have been discussed in detail. An attempt has 

been made to touch upon various dimensions of the 

literature in detail, and suggestions have been made to 

support it. An effort has been made to highlight the folk 

literature of different communities and tribes 

specifically. Tribal literature has been analyzed 

explicitly in literary, cultural, and social contexts. In this 

book, essential directions of tribal literature and strategic 

aspects of modernity have been revealed. The social 

problems of the tribes have been discussed, and solutions 

have been presented. Considers the thinking and means 

of prosperity of tribal communities. A unique study of 

the literature of Indian tribes has been made, and their 

literary traditions have been presented. These books can 

help you study various aspects of tribal literature, 

academic view points, and problems. 

 

METHODOLOGY:- 

This study has been done based on secondary data and 

observation. 

 

Analysis 

Anti-tribal Literature Awareness and Reform in 

Society 

Tribes are essential in Indian society, a country of 

confluence of different castes, religions, and cultural 

diversities. However, even in this prosperous communal 

structure, certain conditions do not support the tribes in 

society, and they have to face anti-tribal atrocities. Anti-
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tribal literature is an essential means of highlighting this 

situation of inequality and injustice through social 

Reform. 

 

Impact of anti-tribal literature Anti-tribal literature 

highlights the injustice and discrimination against tribes 

by the people of the highest class in society. This 

literature creates social awareness and makes the tribes 

aware of their rights and current situation. Through this, 

people understand that for a prosperous society, they 

should be given equal status with the tribes. By 

propagating this protest in the form of literature, there is 

a change in society's viewpoint. Poems, stories, and 

novels written by writers and poets make the community 

aware and inspire them to advance in society. In the 

direction of Reform in society, anti-tribal literature 

works towards bringing about change. Through this, 

things about social Reform and equality are shared, 

which makes people aware of the community and 

inspires them to increase empathy. Through this, a 

feeling of harmony and equality is created in society, 

which leads to steps towards a prosperous society. 

Conclusion Anti-tribal literature is a medium that 

encourages a sense of equality, justice, and harmony in 

the community. It spreads awareness and works towards 

providing support and respect to the tribes in the social 

space. Only through this can society be improved, and 

work can be done to provide equal rights to people of all 

classes. 

 

Study of some possibilities and shortcomings in the 

literature of tribes Potential 

Cultural Enrichment The literature of the tribes tells 

about their unique cultural heritage, and it can be 

enriched in the right way. This can bring forward their 

particular cultural elements, providing a new 

perspective. The literature of the tribal can better 

describe the local life, environment, and lifestyle. This 

helps in taking steps towards the highest level of 

prosperity. Proper Utilization of Material Resources The 

literature of the tribes can utilize their material resources 

properly to lead to their cultural and economic 

prosperity. Literary Origins The literature of the tribes 

can strengthen their literary origins and turn them 

towards prosperity and development. 

 

 

Lack of Diverse Forms of Literature 

It can be challenging to disseminate various forms of 

literature on social media, such as songs, dances, and 

stories of festivals, which are an essential part of tribal 

literature. Lack of high-quality content in communities: 

Some communities may need more technical knowledge 

to create high-quality content to disseminate literature on 

social media. All these reasons can hinder the 

dissemination of literature from communities on social 

media. 

 

Some Suggestions to Improve Tribal Literature 

1. Rich collection and preservation, first of all, the 

literature of the tribes should be richly collected and 

preserved. Various literary organizations can be 

supported to maintain and share their stories, songs, 

and art. 

2. Embracing technological prosperity It is also 

essential to use technology correctly. The tribes will 

be helped to share their literature on various 

platforms using modern technologies. 

3. Dissemination of Tribal Literature Tribal literature 

can be disseminated through various social media 

platforms, blogs, and internet sites. This will 

promote their literary stream and reach new 

generations. 

4. Educational support can become an essential part of 

education to improve literature. Create and support a 

curriculum to include tribal literature in local 

schools and colleges. 

5. Literary conferences and festivals It are also a good 

idea to organize them. This brings the literary 

community together, and new ideas are exchanged. 

6. Establishment of literary awards, the establishment 

of literary awards can also be a good step. With this, 

litterateurs can be encouraged and get recognition 

for their contribution. 

7. Supporting Diversity Supporting diversity in 

literature is also important. Writers from different 

affluence and geographical perspectives of tribes 

should be supported so that there can be a basis for 

stories written from different perspectives. 
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8. Demonstrations at public places One way to make 

tribal literature accessible to the general public is to 

organize demonstrations and book fairs at public 

places. People can come here and become familiar 

with tribal literature. 

9. Programmes in schools and colleges, organize 

programs to increase awareness of tribal literature in 

schools and colleges. Call authors, interact with 

them, and share their works with students. 

10. Community Radio and Television Tribal literature 

can be disseminated through community radio and 

local television. This can be an excellent way to 

reach the locals directly. 

11. Tribal Literature Festival, organize a Tribal 

Literature Festival where writers, poets, and artists 

from different tribes can showcase their works. 

Through this festival, people can connect with tribal 

literature. 

12. Support of folk art and culture, Increase support for 

folk art and culture. Promote tribal literature by 

linking it with it. Tribal literature also became a part 

of folk art conferences. 

13. Use of social media, tribal literature can also be 

made available to the general public by using social 

media. Promote events on platforms like Facebook, 

Twitter, and Instagram and reach online audiences. 

14. Translation into languages Tribal literature can also 

be made available by translating it into different 

languages. This allows people to experience tribal 

literature in other languages. 

15. Mobile applications and podcasts Tribal literature 

can also be made available to the general public by 

using mobile applications and podcasts. Create 

audio and video content and reach people. 

16. Government Schemes, Take advantage of schemes 

run by the government, such as programmes 

organized by the Ministry of Tourism and Culture. 

This can support tribal literature. 

17. Community libraries Tribal literature can also be 

kept in community libraries. Here, people can easily 

read it and understand its importance. 

18. Following these steps and using some new methods 

makes it possible to make tribal literature accessible 

to the general public. Understanding democracy and 

diversity is also essential. 

 

The literary community, government, and literary 

organizations should work together to improve the 

literature of tribes. Literature has to be taken forward 

using various modern tools in the right way to be taken 

in the direction of prosperity. 

 

CONCLUSION:- 

The literature of tribes is a beautiful and rich field that is 

an integral part of Indian literature. This literature gains 

prominence through diversity, uniqueness, and 

connectedness to the land and reveals the cultural 

heritage of the tribes. We can conclude that in spite of 

the fast pace of modernization the tribal people are still 

maintaining their traditional religion, values and culture. 

Conclusion “gives a brief outline of the culture of 

Mizoram and the importance given to folk tales. The 

animal and human characters, the connection between 

the animal world and the human world all has given 

beauty to folk tales. Finally, the critic has pointed out 

that the “Diversity of the collection is wholly 

dominating”. He brings out the themes and the moral 

values and the age-old beliefs represented by the writer 

in his works. He adds insights and expresses his opinion 

about the folk tales of Mizoram. This critical work will 

certainly help the readers to decide whether the 

collection of folk tales will be interesting to read. He has 

appreciated the Writer for re-presenting the folk tales to 

suit the modern world and which proves still interesting 

even after centuries have passed. This critical book is 

useful for research scholars. Research and Exploration 

The literature of the tribes is the center of research and 

exploration for its unique role and richness. It involves 

securing one's historical, cultural, and social heritage. 

Support of contemporary issues, tribal literature strongly 

supports current issues and challenges. It helps with the 

recent problems and challenges of its community and 

inspires societal improvements. 
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